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Sermon-Aligned Life Group Guide
Sunday, September 14, 2025
Acts 1:1-11

Connection Points
1. Unwavering Hope for Athens: We have a vision of having 10,000 gospel conversations in and around Athens by the year 2030. Be praying for who you can share the gospel with in your community! When you do share the gospel with someone, place a red pin on the map in the front atrium so that your church family can celebrate alongside you! We also have a gospel conversation booklet available to give you some tips on how you can share the gospel!
2. September Sunday Social – Join us outside on Sunday, september 28 at 10:30AM for a cereal bar! This is a great opportunity to meet new people and get more connected at Beech Haven!
Main Point
The unwavering church stands firm because it trusts in the risen and reigning Jesus, empowered by His Spirit and anchored in the certainty of His work.
Sermon Synopsis
The early church was unwavering because it placed a deep and delightful trust in Jesus as King, rooted in the certainty of His life, death, and resurrection. That same trust is sustained today by the promise of the Spirit’s power within us and the guarantee of Christ’s reign through His ascension. Community, belonging, and moral clarity may draw people toward Christianity, but only allegiance to the risen King will sustain us when obedience becomes costly.

Lean In
1. Share about your most recent gospel conversation that led to a red pin in the map.
2. If you could have been an eyewitness to any biblical event, what would it be? For Pastor Rob, the ascension of Jesus would be in the top two or three.  What's yours and why?
Look Down
Read Acts 1:1-3
3. The disciples’ faith was built on their belief in Jesus’ resurrection. V. 3 says that were ‘many convincing proofs’.  What are some of these proofs?  

Leader note: The “convincing proofs” include eyewitness appearances, physical interaction, group testimony, fulfillment of Scripture, and tangible acts like eating food.  Here are some examples:

· Mary Magdalene at the tomb – Jesus speaks her name and she recognizes him. (John 20:11–18)
· Two disciples on the road to Emmaus – Jesus walks with them, explains the Scriptures, and is revealed in the breaking of bread. (Luke 24:13–35)
· The disciples (without and then with Thomas) – He shows them his hands and side and eats with them. (Luke 24:36–43; John 20:24–29)
· Some of the disciples by the Sea of Galilee – Jesus provides a miraculous catch of fish and eats breakfast with them. (John 21:1–14)
· More than 500 brothers and sisters at once, Peter, Jesus’ half-brother James, and Paul  – (1 Corinthians 15:3-8)

1 Corinthians 15:3-8 provides a nice, tight list and is worth reading. 
4. What are some objections to the resurrection? How do the Gospel accounts speak into these?
Leader note: Objections include: stolen body, mistaken identity, apparent but not actual death, hallucination, legend, or fraud. All have been answered both historically and biblically. Select one from the table below as an example.  The main point here is to convey there are solid reasons for believing in the resurrection. You can make the information available if someone is interested in learning more. (There are other points to cover in the passage so do your best not to bog down here—intriguing as it may be.)  
Read Acts 1:4-8
5. What were the disciples interested in? What did Jesus want them to get ready for?  
Leader note: The disciples wanted to know when Jesus was going to restore the kingdom of Israel out from underneath the rule of Rome. Jesus was interested in the kingdom but not in the way the disciples conceived of it. He wanted the disciples to be His witnesses. Establishing political independence—the disciples’ interest—is a big deal.  Who had a larger concept of the kingdom of God—the disciples or Jesus? Why?
6. In verses 4–5 and 8, what does Jesus promise His disciples, and why is that significant?
7. Why is doctrinal soundness not enough for kingdom work?  
Leader note: Without the Holy Spirit we are weak, anemic, and lack courage and boldness in the face of opposition or danger.  How does the Spirit impact, change, or empower believers?
Read Acts 1:9-11
8. How does the promise of Jesus return (v. 11) affect our understanding of Jesus’ charge to the disciples (v. 8)?  
Leader note: Because we ‘love beyond ourselves’, in short, we have work to do! Though initially given to the disciples, the scope and scale (to the ‘ends of the earth’) of the work implies an ongoing work owned by the church. Spending time reviewing ‘Gospel Conversation Starters’ provided each week helps!
Look In
9. Christians today, just like the disciples, can set their vision on ‘lesser’ versions of God’s kingdom. What are some examples of things that sometimes trap the imagination of some Christians and keep us from higher aims?  

Leader note: Possible responses include community, stability, moral clarity, or faith in politics to resolve societal issues. 

10. Share a time when you felt the Spirit impact, change, or empower you in a certain situation. 
Look Out
11. Which of these do you think would be most meaningful for your friends who don’t yet follow Jesus: certainty about the resurrection of Jesus, an encounter with the Holy Spirit, or assurances that Jesus reigns and is coming again?   

Leader note: People need or benefit from all of these—but what do those in your circles need most right now? How could you provide it?


Gospel Conversation Starters
1. Certainty of Jesus’ work: “Did you know that the earliest Christians didn’t follow Jesus because it ‘worked for them,’ but because they were convinced He truly rose from the dead? What would it take to convince you of Jesus’ resurrection?” 
2. Promise of the Spirit: “If God offered His very presence to live in you, how do you think that would change your life?”
3. Guarantee of His reign: “What difference would it make to believe that history is headed toward Jesus returning as King—not just random chaos?”
Objections to the Resurrection & Biblical Responses
	Objection
	Claim
	Biblical Response

	Stolen Body
	Disciples or others stole Jesus’ body.
	Matt. 27:62–66; 28:11–15; John 20:19

	Wrong Tomb
	Women and disciples went to the wrong tomb.
	Matt. 27:57–61; Luke 23:55; Acts 4:1–3

	Swoon Theory
	Jesus only fainted and later revived.
	Mark 15:44–45; John 19:33–34, 38–40

	Hallucination
	Disciples imagined they saw Jesus.
	Luke 24:36–43; John 20:27; 1 Cor. 15:6

	Legend
	Resurrection was a myth developed later.
	Acts 2:22–32; 1 Cor. 15:3–8

	Spiritual Only
	Jesus rose spiritually, not bodily.
	John 20:1–8; Luke 24:39; 1 Cor. 15:17–19

	Conspiracy
	Disciples fabricated the story.
	Luke 24:21; Acts 4:18–20; 5:40–42
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